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On The Cover
Tony & Carole Cohen's 1952 MG TD Mk II
near Porteau Cove on the Sea to Sky Highway.
Photo by Tony Cohen.
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British
European
Japanese

Quality

Used Parts
We Deal Exclusively in Imports

604-325-3275

11880 Mitchell Rd.
Richmond BC

(on Mitchell lsland)

oast import
AUTO SUPPLY

coastimport.com

With over 44 years in business, our superior
service is backed by a lifetime warranty

bmcfegan@shaw.ca
604-984-0371

Bob McFegan, Owner
860 West 15th Street
North Vancouver BC V7P 1M6

mistertransmission.com
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ICBC and private insurance repairs
Computer-controlled diagnostics
Complete collision services
Unibody and frame repairs
Factory-matched painting
Glass replacement
Free estimates
Courtesy cars

604-986-4244

classiccollisionltd@telus.net

164 Pemberton Ave, N. Vancouver
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2021 CXKJR/CCMGC CALENDAR
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The Executive will be monitoring COVID-19 developments over the coming weeks and months to determine
how they impact our planned events. Members need to assess their risks in deciding to take part in
club events. Those who participate in these events are reminded of the importance of social distancing
and other actions recommended by federal and provincial health authorities.
IMPORTANT NOTICE: The events listed in this Calendar are tentative, and subject to change, postponement
and/or cancellation, depending on the COVID-19 situation and government directives. Please watch for
updates in Little Classical Gas and on our www.jaguarmg.com website.
[Note that CXKJR/CCMGC Events are indicated by an (*) and bolded.]

March
March 9
Mike Powley
Collectibles Night *
[see page 26]
March 21
Spring Run *
[see page 26]

April
Apr 18
Easter Bunny Rally *

May
May 1
Drive Your MG or Jaguar Day *
May 22
35th Anniversary
VanDusen All British Field Meet
[see page 26]
May 23
All British Vancouver-Whistler
Run
[see page 26]

June
June 13
Summer Run *
June 19
BC Highland Games
British Car Display

June 20
Father’s Day Railway Picnic *

Sept 25
Sea to Sky All British Rally

July

Sept 25
LAMB Autojumble

July 10
BC Collector Car
Appreciation Day Run *

October

July 23 – 25
Jaguars on the Island
Victoria
July 26 – 30
GoF West
MG Gathering of the Faithful
Mt. Hood, Oregon

August
Aug 6 & 7
Jaguars on the Green
Anacortes, Washington
Aug 13 – 15
BC Historic Motor Races
Aug 20 – 22
51st Annual CXKJR/CCMGC
Heritage Classic Weekend *

September
Sept 4
Crescent Beach Concours
Sept 17 to 19
Presidents’ Run *

Oct (date tba)
Fall Drive *

November
Nov 7
Kruise for Kids
Nov 9
CXKJR/CCMGC AGM *

December
Dec 14
CXKJR/CCMGC
Annual Awards *
2021 CXKJR/CCMGC
General Membership
Meetings
Mar 9, Apr 13, May 11,
Jun 8, July 13, Aug 10,
Sep 14, Oct 12, Nov 9,
Dec 14
[Due to COVID-19, in person
membership meetings may
be replaced by online Zoom
meetings. Watch for updates in
Little Classical Gas.]
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IMPORTANT CXKJR/CCMGC CONTACTS

The only MEMBER-run organization for MGB, MGC,
Midget, 1100/1300 and Post Abingdon Car owners.
• ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP $30 ($45 overseas)
• Dash plaque - Membership card - Window decal
• Six bi-monthly issues of The MG Driver,
a 68-page informative magazine
• Annual national convention – a four-day MG party!
NORTH AMERICAN MGB REGISTER
PO Box 876, Downers Grove, IL, USA 60515-0876
Toll-free phone: 800-NAMGBR-1 | www.namgbr.org

Register Your MGA With NAMGAR!
Join over 2,000 enthusiastic owners in the restoration,
preservation, and sheer enjoyment of driving an
MGA, Magnette, or variant of this noble breed. You’ll
receive six bi-monthly issues of MGA!, our full-color,
award winning magazine, invitations
to National and Regional Get-Togethers
throughout the U.S. and Canada, plus a knowledge base
and support group second to none. All this for just $37.50 per year
(North America), or $52.50 (International). Get more information at
http://www.namgar.com, or contact registrar@namgar.com.
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JCNA & MG News
JCNA & MG News

JCNA REPORT

B

2020 NORTH AMERICA
SLALOM STANDINGS

ehind the scenes there is constant work in progress to ensure affiliate
clubs are well supported.

Outside of the quarterly Board of Directors meetings, a special meeting was
held January 11 to update all on the status of, among other things, the 2021
AGM scheduled for March in Columbia, South Carolina. This meeting is now
being considered for September, in-person if possible, or October in Florida in
conjunction with the International Jaguar Festival. Watch this space.
In mid-2020 the Treasurer proposed a potential need for a dues increase to
cover shortfalls, a major one being the printing and mailing of Jaguar Journal.
It was determined that cost reduction methods should be put in place before
the Board would consider a dues increase. Methods have been established
and already are reducing costs in numerous areas of operation. Dues will be
reconsidered in 2022.
Jaguar Journal is now available on newsstands and we have asked for it to be
made available to members in electronic format. This is being investigated
and may become reality this calendar year. Hard copy issues will remain
available to members who prefer this format. This initiative is aimed at
reducing the costs to JCNA of production and mailing, and reducing the need
for a dues increase.
Jaguar Journal Spotlight Feature: Clubs are asked to submit the names of
members they feel are uniquely interesting for their lives and adventures,
both in and outside of the Jaguar hobby. They will be featured in the Spotlight
section and will be contacted by the JJ editor, Peter Crispin. Peter’s email is
jag@thewritersbureau.com or send to me caroleborgens@shaw.ca and I will
forward.
The website www.jcna.com continues to be a valuable resource and tool for
all things JCNA as well as Jaguar. It is a goldmine of information from how
to run a rally, concours or slalom, to books and merchandise, the rules for
events and forums of all kinds – technical, classifieds, upcoming events,
results of past events.Membership information continues to be updated with
contributed information on member attraction and retention, pros and cons
and how other clubs have been successful. I invite you to spend some time
browsing what is there and available.

Our own Malcolm Reith placed first in North
America in Class C: Early Sedans, with a 50.845
sec. time in his MK 10. He obtained this time at
the Jaguar Car Club of Victoria Slalom July 26 at
Western Speedway. Congratulations Malcolm!

INTERNATIONAL MG EVENTS

E

very five years the North American
Council of MG Registers puts on an
All MG extravaganza. The 6th Annual such
event, MG International - Atlantic City 2021
is scheduled for June 14 -17 in New Jersey.
Given the COVID-19 situation, it is unclear if
the Canada US border will even be open to
non-essential travel by June. Canadian MG
enthusiasts hesitant to plan for international
travel this year can look forward to two MGB
events in Canada in the coming years: MG
2022 in Peterborough, Ontario, and MG 2023
in Calgary. Something to look forward to! n

JCNA Membership Committee: This has been re-envisioned and is more
proactive than ever. We have enjoyed Zoom meetings with groups divided
into regions, so we can share ideas for what keeps the clubs fresh and new
and interesting for potential and current members. Our last call included the
North West and South West Regions together, discussing, comparing and
supporting ideas and activities. There is much more good to come, which will
be found on the website as well as shared directly with clubs.
I am always available to answer your JCNA questions or concerns.
Carole Borgens, NW Region Director caroleborgens@shaw.ca
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The Prince of Wales & Duchess of Cornwall
in a 1953 MG TD in Cuba in 2019.
Classical Gas
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Looking for a
replacement stereo or
a full-blown audio upgrade,
we got you covered!




Solutions are our specialty.
Wide-range of services.
Highest install standards.
71 YEARS STRONG!

VANCOUVER: 1490 Venables Street, Tel: 604-879-4281

www.ralphs.ca

VICTORIA: 815 View Street, Tel: 250-386-7100

www.ralphs.ca

Full Mechanical Services
Contact: Samson Huang

Proud to be

THE OFFICIAL SUPPLIER TO
CXKJR/CCMGC
TRANSMISSION SPECIALISTS
Jaguar • Mercedes • Porshe • BMW • Audi
AUTOMATICS • STANDARDS • CLUTCHES • DIFFERENTIALS • RV'S • TRUCKS • ALLISON AUTOMATICS

604-873-6361
SINCE 1964

– STAN'S TRANSMISSION CENTRE LTD. –
8233 SHERBROOKE ST, #130,
VANCOUVER, B.C.
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The Tony Cox Memorial
Whimper Wonderland Run
Report & Photos by Peter Tilbury

T

he January 1, 2021 Whimper Wonderland
Run was different from the previous six years’
events. COVID-19 pandemic requirements
dictated no social gathering, and no pub lunch with
an end of run quiz. In addition to CCMGC and CXKJR
members, and others invited from the LAMB Club and the
OECC, we welcomed members of the Vancouver Mini Club
for the first time.
Despite the weather forecast not looking favorable, we had
36 cars pre-register for the Run. With cars choosing a start
time that suited them, it was difficult to keep track of how
many cars actually did the run during the course of the day.
We had 5 Jaguars, 4 MGs, 7 Minis, 2 Triumphs, 1 Rover
and 6 Brand X participate, for a total of 25 cars. Special
mention should be made of 12-year-old James Cowen who
successfully navigated for his dad in the family MGA around
the complete route, and Phoebe (12) and Josie Harford (9)
who did likewise in the Harford Prius.

Doreen Newby dressed as a jaguar, with her 1985 XJS
FH. Also in the photo are Nick Zwager's 1994 XJS and
Anne Tilbury's 1958 MGA Coupe.

There were some who pre-registered, but who then chose
to whimp out. Unfortunately, the early morning weather
in some areas of Vancouver and on the North Shore was
very uninviting, but in South Surrey and Delta the rain held
off. The heavens opened later in the day, but by then most
cars had completed the 40 mile run.
Thank you to all who came out in memory of CCMGC
member Tony Cox, and Vancouver Mini Club member Chris
Carter. Some drivers and co-drivers wore festive hats for
the occasion. n

Scott Fletcher and his son Rowan,
with their 1975 Mini.
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Justine McGuire also dressed as a jaguar, with her 1989
XJS. Also in the photo is Keith Mullen's 2002 Jaguar XKR.

Dave Eddleston sports his winter hat. His wife
Reta keeps warm inside their 1973 Triumph TR6.
Classical Gas
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sales @ carryonbritishparts.com

Formerly All British Cars (ABC)
& Best British Cars (BBC)

9018 OAK STREET VANCOUVER, BC V6P 4B9 604.263.0497
heywood_motors@telus.net www.heywoodmotors.com

Carry-On British Parts
For All Your
British Car Needs
Give Us a Call

604.835.3769
carryonbritishparts.com

Accessing Classical Gas Online
COVID-19 has brought the club many
challenges. Members can assist us with
the short-term financial challenge we face:
Consider temporarily foregoing the printed
version of Classical Gas and instead read the
electronic version. This will save us printing
and mailing costs. We certainly plan to
continue to issue members printed copies
if they wish, but if you are willing to give the
electronic version a try, one advantage is that
it now has colour photos, which the printed
version does not. Notify me at jlorum@shaw.
ca if you want to temporarily stop receiving
a printed copy, giving the email address you
want me to use to notify you when each issue
is published and provide you a direct link
to the electronic version. Note that the nine
most recent Classical Gas issues are always
accessible from the home page of our club
website www.jaguarmg.com Just scroll down
and click on one of the covers. Why not take a
look? [Jennifer Orum, Senior Editor]
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Your
Engine
Rebuilding
Specialists

Heads
Blocks
Cranks
Rods

3891
Fraser
Street Ave,
Vancouver
6909
Russell
Burnaby
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MATT KOKAN
General Manager

G

N

604-8
76-7111
604-876-7111

M

O

T
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R

S

NICK MALINOV

Parts and Services Manager

Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Jaguar, Land Rover, Porsche
Sovereign Motors Inc.
8890 Heather Street
Vancouver, BC V6P 3T1

Phone: 604-687-2146
nick@sovereignmotors.ca
www.sovereignmotors.ca
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– RACING AN MG MIDGET –

Those Halcyon Days

I

raced a 1963 MG
Midget at Western
Speedway (oval
track) along with my pals in
the Victoria Motor Sports
Club. We began as halftime entertainment for the
stock-car enthusiasts there
to watch those racers. We
were quirky entertainment
until the realization of our
competitiveness. We would set
up hay-bales as a chicane on
the grandstand stretch, to make
it more interesting for all.
We also had events such
as gymkhana, autocross
and hillclimb up and down
Vancouver Island, all of which
I participated in and generally
won my class or fastest
time. Most events I drove
to, but for some up-island
competitions, my MG was
trailered behind my boyfriend’s
car. I recall sitting in my open
MG with umbrella up against
the falling snow, awaiting my
turn on the gymkhana course in
Courtenay. At the Mt. Douglas
Hill Climb in Victoria my MG was
not swift in going up the hill and
I always thought I should take
a book to read on the way. Also
there were numerous autocross
events held in the old Butler
Brothers gravel pit outside
Victoria, where we would tape
our glass headlights, tape a
number on the door, and blast
up and down and through the
gravel trails in the giant pit,
rocks and gravel flying, rain or
snow falling, one car against the
clock and in the mud. Oh those
Halcyon days!
January | February 2021

Carole Borgens
And no, I never raced at
Westwood, but we would
attend to support a friend and
Victoria Motor Sports Club
member who did. Any thoughts
I may have had of racing there
disappeared when that friend
was killed on the track during
a race.
Moving to San Francisco
meant I left the MG behind
in Victoria. Commuting daily
across the Golden Gate Bridge
was necessary and my trusty
Austin Healey 3000 made it
enjoyable. I soon drifted into
the world of the Porsche Club of
America and racing once again
was of interest. My 1963 356B
Super 90 Cabriolet was just too
unblemished to do more than
Porsche Concours, but the next in
line, a 2-Litre Porsche 914, had
the perfect power-to-weight ratio
to undertake more challenges.
How life gets in the way of
such fun pursuits. After a
time car racing was replaced
with breeding and showing of
Doberman Pinschers, and the
Porsches were replaced with
vans for transport to dog shows
and events. If I thought more
racing was in my future, not so.
The addition of Irish Wolfhounds
necessitated even larger vans to
travel to shows.
Do I miss the racing? You bet.
The simplicity of peeling off
glass masking tape Sunday
afternoon and driving the car to
work Monday morning - another
of those memories of Halcyon
days. n
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Restoring Painted Lettering
Mike McChesney

T

The white acrylic paint in the lettering should
be protected with a coat of clear so that it does
not wash away if splashed with a liquid (like a
coffee, which I am likely to do). I bought some
clear semi-gloss spray paint of the same brand
as the black paint and tested it on a spare
piece of black painted metal. It unfortunately
produced a fine orange peel surface. Deciding
not to risk spraying the whole metal switch
plate, I opted for using a small paint brush
and just painting the clear coat on with close
rectangles over each label (white letters and
surrounding black). From the drivers seat I can
not tell there is a layer of clear coat.

he dash of my project car has two
metal plates which hold various
toggle switches. The plates were
rusted. The lettering indicating the purpose
of each switch was stained and faded. Some
would see this as patina however leaving
these pieces as-is was not going to fit in
with the rest of my restoration plan. So, I
researched how to restore these plates as well
as asked several knowledgeable friends for
advice. I thought I would share what I did to
restore the lettering.
First, I cleared the old paint off the metal
plates, down to bare metal. I used a media
blaster with fine silica media.

Before

Filling in the letters

Next, I re-painted the metal plates. A coat of
primer and two light coats of black semi-gloss
paint. This still left the engraved lettering quite
visible.
Painting the lettering. One advisor suggested
painting the lettering with white paint, wipe
most of the excess paint off before it sets up
and then wet sand the unwanted white paint
away. I tried painting the letters with a tiny
paint brush which I made with one bristle from
a larger brush. That just showed how unsteady
my hand can be. Wiping off the excess paint
and wet sanding did not turn out well for this
novice. I needed another approach.

I hope this method is useful. It might work on
other parts like the numbers and lines on a
gear shift knob, however another type of paint
might be more durable than acrylic for that
purpose.
If the lettering is printed on the surface
of a part, like instrument gauges, there
are companies which can do that kind of
restoration work. This type of service can be
quite expensive.
Next, I will work on checking that the
equipment operated by these switches work.
Otherwise, I just have a very nice-looking dash.

Before wiping

Clean the old paint

n

I discovered fine point paint pens sold in an
art supply store. I painted over the letters
using a white acrylic paint pen. I did not worry
about painting “out-side the lines”. The next
step took care of the overrun.
After waiting about a minute and a half I
gently wiped the excess white paint off the
black parts around the lettering using a cloth
moistened with water). I did wipe white paint
out of some letters. This was easy to fix by
repeating step 3) and wiping the excess white
paint off again with the cloth. When satisfied
with the lettering there was, thankfully, no
need for wet sanding.
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Finished

Repaint
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Trustee Emeritus: Jerry Parkhill
Jennifer Orum

one location. The members of the MG side of our club,
particularly the Tilburys and the Gales, set up the CXKJR
rallies and manned the checkpoints. Jerry served as
CXKJR’s Rally Chair as well as Chief Concours Judge and
Slalom Chair for many years.
Jerry, along with Jim Brown from the Seattle Jaguar
Club, was responsible for setting up the JCNA Slalom
Program. The layout of the Standard Slalom Course
currently posted on the JCNA website was drawn by
Jerry, initially in 1991 and revised in 1999. Jerry and our
club organized the first JCNA sanctioned Slalom in 1991,
with Jerry winning a National Slalom Championship that
year in his Jaguar 420G and John Morse taking a National
Championship in his Modified E-Type. In 1992, four of
the six JCNA National Slalom Championships were won
by CXKJR members. When John took over as our club’s
Slalom Chair, Jerry continued his involvement doing the
mechanical inspections on entrant cars.

Sue and Jerry at the 2017 JCNA AGM in Richmond. Photo by Timothy Horton.

J

erry and Sue Parkhill hold CXKJR Membership #002,
the club having been started by Ian Newby and Jerry
in 1969. An article on the club website “How It All
Began” by Suzanne Spohn indicates that initially Ian served
as President of both the Jaguar and MG sides of the club,
and then in 1974 Jerry was elected as CXKJR President and
Harold Lunner as CCMGC President. Jerry went on to be
elected President four more times in 1975, 1979, 1980 and
1983. In 1980, he and MG President Ray Davey organized
the first Presidents’ Run to Radium Hot Springs.

During the first years of the club Sue was busy with their
four young children and did not start attending meetings
regularly until 1973. That year Jerry’s job with Canadian
Telephones took him to Saudi Arabia and he asked Sue
to keep his membership active, which she did. Since that
time and until recently, Jerry and Sue have attended nearly
all CXKJR/CCMGC meetings and participated in all aspects
of club activity. Sue served as club Secretary in 1998.
Jerry was instrumental in having CXKJR join the Jaguar
Clubs of North America. They attended their first out of
14 | Classical Gas

town event in 1972 in Bend, Oregon, with Jerry’s 1957
XK140 OTS bringing home a trophy. It was at that event
where they met Fred Horner and Mike Cook, who were
responsible for JCNA at that time, when it was under
the auspices of Jaguar Cars. Fred and Mike, who became
lifelong friends of Jerry and Sue, encouraged them to
bring CXKJR into JCNA, and that happened very shortly
after the 1972 event.
Both Jerry and Sue became very active in JCNA activities,
always encouraging our local members to participate
in Northwest Regional events. In 1983, they drove their
1967 E-Type OTS to the first JCNA sponsored Concours in
Snowmass, Colorado.

In 1994, Jerry won the JCNA Andrew Whyte Award,
the most prestigious award granted annually by the
organization, based on contribution to JCNA Nationally,
Regionally and to their own club. He went on to become
JCNA President, serving two terms in 1997 and 1998.
For several years in the 1990s, Jerry served as JCNA
Membership Committee Chair. In the 1996 JCNA AGM
minutes, he is reported as saying “I want to recognize
my wife Sue who does all the administrative work. We
processed 1170 enquiries in 1995 with known results
of 182 new members-at-large.” The 1998 AGM minutes
include “Jerry Parkhill was given approval to have a JCNA
website designed and set up, with a budget of $1000”.
At the 1998 AGM, it was also announced that the Fred
Horner Sportsmanship Award was presented to Jerry
and Sue “for their successful season in concours, rally
and slalom events during 1997 with their 420G sedan”.
In 1999, Jerry retired from the JCNA Board of Directors.
At the 1999 AGM, Sue was presented with a JCNA
Certificate of Appreciation. It was clear that both Jerry

and Sue were very active in supporting JCNA in many
ways for many years, receiving significant recognition for
their efforts.
Over the years, Jerry and Sue campaigned several
Jaguars, including a 1956 XK140 FHC, 1957 XK140 OTS,
1967 E-Type OTS, 1972 XJ6, and Jerry’s 1982 XJ6. While
the club membership was considered Jerry’s, Sue was
actively involved with her own Jaguars. As Sue has
reported “We had been looking for a nice MK X sedan so
the family could join in on local events. One time when
Jerry was out of town on a job, an ad kept recurring and
each week the price went down. I really wanted a big
saloon, so I went to see it with one of Jerry’s friends and
made a deal. That car was never put in a show as it met
its demise a few months later. The insurance bought a
replacement soon after, which is when the 420G joined
our family. We eventually had three 420Gs that we
showed, but my favourite was my green one which I
drove daily for 14 years. We won many JCNA Regional
Concours Awards, which is not hard to do if you have
the only big sedan that participates in the JCNA-required
three shows each season.”
Jerry and Sue have also been recognized for their
extensive involvement in and long service to our own
club. They won the Overall Heritage Trophy (for concours,
rally and slalom) in 1972 and 1984 and the Mike Parkhill
Award (for improvement on a car done by owner) in 1983
and 2006. In both 1989 and 1992, they were presented
with Bad Penny Awards (for participation in club
events). Jerry and Sue were granted Honorary Lifetime
Membership in our club in November 2006. Trustee
Emeritus status was awarded to Jerry in 2020 for his
many years of service since becoming a Trustee on the
club’s Executive in the late 1990s.
The club has been so very fortunate that Jerry and Sue
have been active supporters and participants in CXKJR/
CCMGC for over 50 years. n

TRUSTEE EMERITUS

Jerry became a JCNA National Board member and during
that time he and Sue attended all the Regional events.
The Northwest Region consisted of the JCNA clubs in
Portland, Seattle and Vancouver and was a close-knit
group. One of the popular activities was the Tri-Club
Rally weekends where each club put on a rally, so they
could get as many entrants as possible and do it all in

At their meeting of October 26, 2020, the CXKJR/CCMGC Executive created the position of
“Trustee Emeritus”, to honour a retiring Trustee’s long and significant contribution to the club
and its membership. This title was unanimously given to two Trustees Joe Carroll and Jerry Parkhill.
This is the second part of a two-part series to pay tribute to these long-serving Trustees.
A Tribute to Joe Carrol was published in the November/December Classical Gas.
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Idle Thoughts

O

Ken Magnus

wning and
the battery. I
driving a
also have to
collector or
humbly admit
vintage car requires
to combating
physical stamina,
drive withdrawal
a perverse sense
syndrome
of fun and a large
as well as
supply of money.
“fiddling”. To my
About three years
astonishment,
ago, my Orient Red
on one of the
MGA 1500 roadster
start up days,
was returned to my
the idle speed
domestic garage
had suddenly
after having had a
dropped to
body off restoration,
800 rpm. A
complete engine
combined
Ken in his 1959 MGA 1500. Photo by Jim Severs.
overhaul and
consultation
replacement of most
with the experts
leaky or worn parts. I won’t tell you how long the entire
resulted in performing a few initial tests to ascertain
refurbishing process took but I can assure you that I
the cause of the sudden low idle speed. No cause for
suffered from severe prolonged withdrawal syndrome
the sudden onset could be pinpointed.
due to the lack of ability to drive the car.
When a beautiful sunny day dawned between the wet
As every owner of an old car knows, your time will be
days, I decided to set the idle speed and set off on
filled with constant maintenance and this work time will
a 10 mile trip to get the engine up to its operational
exceed the drive time. I have by experience, established
temperature. Start idle speed 800 rpm. After 5 miles,
the "Law of Old Car Ownership Satisfaction" that can be
idle speed 1000 rpm. After 10 miles, idle speed 1100
stated as: “The amount of time spent driving the car is
rpm. Any start in the garage after the eventful drive,
inversely proportional to the amount of time repairing
1100 rpm! I did not set the idle speed as planned.
and maintaining it”. In addition you run the risk of
At least I got to drive the car! The jury is out about
being accused by the co-driver of “always fiddling with
the cause for the idle speed anomaly. Gremlins are
the car”. Mea culpa!
not unknown in old cars and I would willingly give
mine away if I could find a recipient. Perhaps there
With my wife’s accusation ringing in my ears, I replaced
is a “Gremlin Law” which should state that: “The joy
the old throttle and choke cables using the kind offer
of driving is inversely proportional to the problems
of assistance from two MGA authorities that know
which can not be explained”. Further inspection by the
much more about the car than I do (usually the case!)
experts will be carried out at a later date, meanwhile I
After the cable replacements, the engine idle speed
continue to “fiddle”.
was 1200 rpm and this was to be set at the next visit
to 1000 rpm. Living on the North Shore of Vancouver,
While communicating with the two experts who are
there is rainy season and a “more rainy” season. Not
members of our MG club, I contemplated the word 'idle'
wanting to expose the refurbished car to the heavy
and the various meanings it has. It can be used as a
moisture (inside and outside), the visit to the workshop
verb as in the context of this article, that is, the 'idle
in Surrey to inspect the cables and set the engine idle
engine' means the engine is running but not moving. As
was postponed. As the appointment delay progressed
an adjective, it can be used as for example 'idle writing'
to many weeks due to the weather, I started the car
and that means the writing is without purpose or effect.
in the garage and my excuse for doing so was due
It looks as if I have hit the jackpot as both apply to this
article! n
diligence (keeping the engine ticking over and to charge
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MGs on the Screen

cars were used in the film. The
one used for filming at various
locations on the east coast,
including at Harvard, rolled down
a hill and crashed after actor
Ryan O’Neal had been warned
not to park it on a hill with only
the handbrake holding the car in
place. The car used for filming on
the west coast was borrowed for
the production and today resides
with the owner’s son in Oregon.
Oliver’s father drives a Jaguar
E-Type in the same film.

Timothy J. Horton

I

n 2016 Classical Gas published a three-part series
titled Jaguars on the Screen, which chronicled some
significant appearances by Jaguar cars in motion
pictures and television episodes. Thanks to their prolific
presence over the years in the UK, Europe and North
America, MG cars have also frequently appeared in films

and television episodes. In many cases the cars played a
very minor role or were simply present in the background.
This article will look at five of the more significant
appearances by MG cars in motion pictures.

1970 – Love Story
This American romantic drama was written
by Erich Segal, who based the screenplay on
his best-selling novel of the same name. It
was directed by Arthur Hiller and starred Ali
McGraw and Ryan O’Neal in the lead roles.
While studying law at Harvard College, Oliver
Barrett meets and falls in love with Jenny
Cavilleri. After their marriage, Jenny receives a
terminal diagnosis and eventually dies.
Love Story is considered one of the most
romantic motion pictures by the American
Film Institute (#9 on the list) and is one of
the highest-grossing films of all time. It was
nominated for seven Academy Awards and won
for Best original Score by Francis Lai.

In Love Story (1970), Oliver drives a 1945 MG TC.
Two cars were used in the film.
18 | Classical Gas

The MG TC was the first postwar
car produced by MG and was offered from 1945 to 1949.
It is credited with igniting the sports car phenomenon
in the United States. Just over 10,000 examples were
produced. In 1947 a new MG TC sold for £527 in the UK
market.

Nominated for several awards, the film won the Academy
Awards for Best Original Dramatic Score by Marvin
Hamlisch and Best Original Song, which is sung by
Streisand and was the number #1 pop hit of 1974. Today
The Way We Were is considered one of the great romantic
films.

1973 – The Way We Were

In the film, Hubbell also drives an MG TC. The car which
the studio had used for Love Story was not available, so
they rented a 1947 British Racing Green car with Oxblood
upholstery from an owner in California for the sum of
$350.00 per week. The car has since been restored and
changed to black.

Three years later the same studio (Warner Bros.) produced
another highly successful romantic drama, this time
directed by Sydney Pollack and starring Barbra Streisand
and Robert Redford in the leading roles. Arthur Laurents
wrote the novel and the screenplay based on his own life
experiences. Katie Morosky and Hubbell Gardiner meet
at college and are attracted to each other, but drift apart
after graduation. After the Second World War they meet
again, fall in love, marry, and settle down in California. The
story is told partly in flashback.

1967 – Two for the Road

Perhaps lesser known than the two previous films is this
British romantic comedy-drama which was directed and
produced by Stanley Donen. Audrey Hepburn and Albert
Finney starred in the leading roles.
The principal characters review
their twelve-year relationship and
marriage while on a road trip to
southern France. The story is told
in non-linear fashion which was
considered experimental for its
time. Several cars were featured
in the film which helped to identify
the chronology of a particular
scene. The cars included a
Mercedes-Benz 230L roadster, a
Triumph Herald, an Alfa Romeo
Giulietta Sprint coupe, a VW
The successor to the MG TC was the MG TD,
Microbus, a Ford Country Squire,
driven by Albert Finney in 1967’s Two for the Road.

Oliver drives a 1945 MG TC Midget. Two
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An MG TC also appears in The Way We Were (1973),
driven by Robert Redford’s character.

ON THE SCREEN...continued next page
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ON THE SCREEN ...continued

Scaramanga, who was
portrayed by Christopher
Lee. Actress Britt Ekland
played the role of Mary
Goodnight, an MI6
assistant based in Hong
Kong.

Rock Hudson had a hard time getting in and out of Doris Day’s MG TF 1500 in Pillow Talk (1959).
and an MG TD.
The film was nominated for and received several awards.
The original score and title song were composed by Henry
Mancini.
The MG TD used in the film was a
green 1950 example. It is depicted
suffering from exhaust problems and
eventually catches on fire, leading
Audrey Hepburn’s character to exclaim:
“You never should have bought an MG,
you should have bought a tractor!”
The MG TD was the successor to the
MG TC and was announced in January
1950. Nearly 30,000 examples were
produced between 1950 and 1953,
with many being exported to the United
States.

" The filmmakers
also reversed the
traffic flow into
the hotel so that
we could see Bond
get out of the car
curbside... "

1959 – Pillow Talk
This American romantic comedy starred Rock Hudson,
Doris Day and Tony Randall and it was the first of
three films in which they starred together. Jan Morrow
(Doris Day) and Brad Allen (Rock Hudson) share a party
telephone line (does anyone remember those?) and
become involved in a love triangle.
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The film won the Academy Award for Best Original
Screenplay and was nominated for five others. It
grossed nearly $19 million at the box office, which was
a staggering amount for the time, and
is today regarded as the biggest hit of
1959.
Early in the film the son of a client of
Jan’s offers her a ride home in his 1955
Ivory MG TF 1500 with optional wire
wheels. When the client’s son becomes
too drunk to drive, Brad steps in to drive
the car. One reason to watch this film is
to see Rock Hudson attempting to get
his 6’ 5” frame into and out of the car!

The Man with the
Golden Gun received
mixed reviews despite
its initial success at the
box office. The film is
best remembered for
its innovative corkscrew
jump over a canal with
an AMC Matador, one of
numerous AMC vehicles
placed in the film as part
of a product placement
deal.

The ninth James Bond film The Man With The Golden Gun (1974)
featured an appearance by an MGB

When Bond arrives in Hong Kong, he is met by Mary
Goodnight in her Harvest Gold MGB. She drives
Bond from the Star Ferry pier to the Peninsula Hotel.
Interestingly these two locations are well within line-ofsight of each other. The filmmakers also reversed the
traffic flow into the hotel so that we could see Bond get out
of the car curbside with the hotel in the background. The
MGB is first seen when Goodnight parks in front of Bond’s
taxi, leading him to exclaim “Madam, would you be good
enough to remove this bloody bedpan?!”

The MGB series was offered from 1962 to 1980 and
included the MGB roadster, the MGB GT coupe, the MGC
coupe and the MG GT V8. More than 500,000 cars were
produced with nearly 350,000 of those sold in North
America. At the time this film was made, a new MGB
roadster sold for £1200 in the UK market.
The MGB’s appearance was significant in a film series
renowned for its fabulous cars, and for the film it was a
noteworthy inclusion of a highly popular British sports car
at the time. n

The MG TF was the last of the T type
MGs. It debuted in October 1953,
replacing the MG TD, and production
ran until April 1955 with more than
9,500 produced. The TF was superseded by the MGA.

1974 – The Man with the Golden Gun
The ninth film in the James Bond canon was the second
to star Roger Moore as James Bond. It was based loosely
on Ian Fleming’s novel of the same name, which was
published posthumously in 1965. Bond travels to the
Far East to track down an assassin named Francisco
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KEEP CALM & CARRY ON
T'was the day after New Year’s and all you can hear
is the fear that Covid-19 still lingers here.
We’re all shut up in our tiny, dark spaces,
with wondering minds and sad long faces.
Our family’s been gifted with bubble time to knit.
We try not to burst it, we stretch it a bit.
So it’s off to the garage to tidy and clean.
Perhaps today I’ll start my machine!
We dream of the day our garage doors swing open,
and the words “CLUB MEETING” are proudly spoken.
We hope for that day when injections abound.
Until then, we just can’t get around.
I sit by my window and what do I see,
not a mini, nor Jag not even an MG!.
I watch every day, I’m waiting you see,
for the Classical Gas to arrive, and bring me such glee.
Jennifer has worked her wonders again,
Bringing happiness and helping relieve the lonely pain.
So come one, come all and join and rejoice.
We are car enthusiasts and do have a voice.
Send in your stories so we all can enjoy
the wonderful times you have with your toy.
Let’s get out there and honk our horns; because we’re proud to be a part
of the great car clubs with great members – Let’s give it a start!
[Submitted by a CCMGC member]
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JAGUAR • LAND ROVER • VOLVO • SAAB • BMW • MERCEDES BENZ • AUDI • MINI COOPER

* Strictly selling MG parts since 1984
* Knowledgeable and friendly service
* Shipping to Canada via the US Postal Service
NORTHWESTIMPORTPARTS.COM TEL : 503-245-3806
January | February 2021

Reza Tahmasbi
Ph. 604.254.COOL (2665)
Fax 604.254.2667
Email reza@icycoolauto.com
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CXKJR/CCMGC
WEBSITE
Members are encouraged to check
www.jaguarmg.com often for:
Calendar of Events
Club History including all Club Awards
Access to the 9 most recent copies of
Classical Gas
Access to the most recent 3 years of
Little Classical Gas
Links to Classical Gas Advertisers
Links to Jaguar & MG-related sites
Membership information, online form
& payment
And don’t forget the Club Facebook page!
Jag / MG Club Vancouver

CXKJR/CCMGC CLUB ADVISORS
Club members should feel free to call these contacts who
have volunteered to help with the purchase, repair and/or
restoration of various MG and Jaguar models.

MG
• TD: Tony Cohen 604-922-3332
• MGA:

MGA coupe/twin cam 1955 to 1962:
John Clarke 604-291-1890

• MGB 1962 to 1974 ½: Doug Gale 604-521-3021
• MGB 1974 ½ to 1980: Allan Lawrence 604-937-0439
& Kayte Lawrence 604-715-0007
• MGB GT V8: Al Riches 604-942-7370
• MG Midget: Al Inglis 604-737-0044
• MGF:

Mike Harford

604-460-2212

JAGUAR
• XK 140: Jim McLean 604-925-0689
• E-Type: John Clarke 604-291-1890
Les Garbutt 604-266-9086
John Morse 604-594-8992

Index to Classical Gas Advertisers
Alec’s Automotive ..................................................... 10

NAMGBR and NAMGAR ............................................. 6

Carry-On British Parts............................................... 10

Northwest Import Parts............................................ 23

Castrol/Wakefield........................................................8

Octagon Motor Group........................ 28 (Back cover)

Classic Collision Limited..............................................4

OK Tire (Richmond)......................................................8

Coast Import Auto Supply...........................................4

Pacific Autotrim & Glass.......................................... 10

Dependable Plating Ltd............................................ 21

Pacific Fasteners Ltd................................................. 21

Hagerty Classic Car Insurance .......2 (Inside front cover)

Ralph’s Mobile Electronics..........................................8

Heywood Motors........................................................ 10

RWM & Co. ...................................................................6

Icy – Cool Automotive Parts & Services Ltd.......... 23

RX Autoworks............................................................. 21

Imperial Trophies..........................................................8

Silk Cat Automotive Specialists Ltd........................ 23

I.W.E. Rear Ends Only Ltd............................................4

SNG Barratt................................................................ 16

Jaguar Richmond...........4 & 27 (Inside back cover)

Sovereign Motors Inc................................................ 10

Mister Transmission.....................................................4

Stan’s Transmission Specialists.................................8

Moss Classic Jaguar......................................28 (Back cover)

Welsh Enterprises Inc............................................... 23
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2020 Classical
Gas Awards
Important Note: Selections are in alphabetical order by participant, not in rank order. The
dates following the entry indicate the Classical Gas Issue when the item was published.

Classical Gas
March /April 2020

Volume 51, Issue 2

PHOTOGRAPHY

HERITAGE

Les Garbutt: His 1969 E-Type coupe &
John Clarke’s 1969 E-Type OTS
(July Aug cover) & the same E-Types &
a cougar (July Aug)

Mike McChesney: Long Distance Car
Rallies – We Had Some Great Ones
(May June)

malcolmhasman.com: John Clarke’s
Jaguar MK IX (Nov Dec cover)
Tim Horton: His 2006 Jaguar X-Type &
Jennifer Orum’s 1970 MGB (May June
cover) & Tom Doyle with his 1964 E-Type
(May June)

www. jaguarmg . com
COVID-19

To our COVID-19 front-line emergency & healthcare workers: HUGE Thank You's from all of us!

Classical Gas
May/ June 2020

Volume 51, Issue 3

Sheila Kaufman: Steve Kaufman and
grandson Wyatt washing car (Nov Dec)
Allan Lawrence: MGs & Jaguars at
Harrison Lake (July Aug)
Gwen Magnus: Ken Magnus with
granddaughter Beatrice in his 1959
MGA 1500 (Nov Dec)
Robert McCullough: Presidents’ Run
group at Osoyoos Lake (Sept Oct) & his
1974 MGB on Fall Run (Nov Dec)

www. jaguarmg . com

Classical Gas
November /December 2020

Volume 51, Issue 6

www. jaguarmg . com
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Doreen Newby: The Art of Racing
in the Rain (Sept Oct)
Roger Newton: 1952 MG TD (July Aug)
Jennifer Orum: Auto-Archaeology 1965
Jaguar E-Type (Sept Oct & Nov Dec)
Marie Sherman: Girls Just Wanna
Have Fun (Nov Dec)
Norm Stanley: Saga of Two MGBs
(May June)

TECHNICAL
Tony Cohen: Just Charge It (July Aug)
Michael Geraghty: MGB Front
Suspension (Sept Oct)
Allan Lawrence: Give Grease a Chance
(July Aug)

Jennifer Orum: Lunch at the West Coast
Railroad Heritage Museum (July Aug)

Bob Sherman: What Price Safety?
(Nov Dec)

Ruth Schmidt: Her 1978 MGB Roadster
(March April cover)

Peter Tilbury: Car Preparation Tips
(Jan Feb) & Suggested Spares for Longer
Trips (Mar Apr)

Jim Severs: His 1994 Jaguar XJS at Fort
Langley (Nov Dec)
Anne Tilbury: Surrey Food Bank cheque
presentation (Sept Oct)

TRAVEL
Mike McChesney: Presidents’ Run
(Sept Oct)

EVENT REPORTS

LIFE WITH MGS & JAGUARS

Vito Donatiello: Harrison Run (July Aug)
Doug Gale: Kruise for Kids (Nov Dec)

Les Garbutt: I’ve Long Been Curious
About Electric Cars, U2? (Jan Feb) & In
Memoriam – Tom Doyle (May June)

Mike McChesney: Spring Run to
Chilli-wack (Mar Apr)

Jim Sanders: Colin Dexter…Inspector
Morse… and a Jaguar Mk II (May June)

Jennifer Orum: BC Collector Car
Appreciation Day (July Aug)

Jennifer Orum: Trustee Emeritus –
Joe Carroll (Nov Dec)
Classical Gas |
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The Last Word
Octagon Motor Group Open House

T

he Open House has been a
highlight of our club’s calendar for
the past two decades. Fortunately,
it took place February 23 last year, just
before COVID-19 forced a major rethinking
of what types of events would and would
not be possible. It was a great success
and very well attended by both CCMGC
and CXKJR members. Unfortunately, given
COVID-19 is still very much an issue here
in BC, and given the Provincial Orders
continuing to be in place, this year’s Open
House originally scheduled for February
28 has been cancelled. Octagon’s General
Manager Sean Kostrzewski is looking
forward to welcoming our club for the
Open House next year in February 2022.

T

March 21: Spring Run

his is CXKJR/CCMGC’s first driving event of the year, so get those
MGs and Jaguars out of the garage and on the road on the first
weekend of Spring! To ensure that COVID-19 issues are appropriately
addressed, this year’s Run will not involve a lunch at a restaurant, but instead
the destination may be a picnic. Watch for details in Little Classical Gas
and on the club website www.jaguarmg.com. Organizers: Mike McChesney
& Malcolm Reith.

May 22 & 23:
VanDusen Gardens All British Field Meet
It was hoped that the 2020 ABFM, originally scheduled for May, could have
been rescheduled to later last summer. That turned out not to be possible.
Thus the 2021 event at VanDusen Gardens is being planned as the 35th
Annual All British Field Meet.
The current schedule has the show on Saturday, May 22, with Sunday May
23 bringing the All British Whistler Run along the spectacular Sea to Sky
Highway to Whistler’s Creekside Plaza. Due to COVID-19, while it is hoped
the events will take place in May, there is a definite possibility that they may
be re-scheduled for later in the year in July or September. For more details,
watch for updates at www.westerndriver.com and in Little Classical Gas. n

March 9
Mike Powley Memorial Collectibles Night
For many years Mike Powley organized the March Membership
Meeting as an opportunity for club members to present displays of
models and/or other collectibles (not required to be car-related). Since
our Membership Meetings are not in-person due to COVID-19, the
Collectibles Night is being adapted to be part of the Zoom meeting
in March. If you have any treasured collections that you would like to
share with club members, start thinking about being a participant.
Note that the number of collections to be presented will be limited.
Stay tuned for more details in Little Classical Gas about the how the
collectible presentations will be handled during the Zoom meeting.
For more information, contact Jennifer Orum at jlorum@shaw.ca. n
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Expert Service
for your Jaguar and MG
We also service all other European makes,
and are happy to look after your daily driver
Rolls Royce, Bentley, Land Rover, MINI, BMW, Mercedes,
Porsche, Austin-Healey, Lotus, Aston Martin

1538 Venables Street, Vancouver BC

604.253.4145

www.octagonmotorgroup.com

Jaguar Owners
have our full support!

With Moss Motors’ professional sales staff, engineers, technical team,
and a long legacy of service, Jaguar owners can expect top-tier parts
selection and availability. And with two warehouses, our delivery is fast
across the country. Long live the Jaguar.

XK120, 140, 150 / E-Type / Early Sedans / XJ6/XJS / XK8 / Late Models
800-444-5247 | www.MossMotors.com/Jaguar

